EATON MIDDLE SCHOOL BANDS

STUDENT INSTRUMENT RECOMMENDATION

While a student or parent will express a preference for a certain instrument, the physical proportions of the student, such as teeth, thin or full lip size, formation of the mouth, the length of the fingers and arms, etc., must be taken into consideration.  Therefore, the students were tested to determine the most suitable instrument(s) for their physical make-up.  The student’s instrument choice(s) were honored whenever possible.  The parent/guardian and student should rely upon the advice of the band instructor for proper guidance in instrument selection.

After an introduction to each instrument in class and the instrument testing process, I have determined that _____________________________ would be most successful playing the ______________________________.  Please feel free to call or e-mail me, Lisa Farrell, at school with any questions or concerns.  My school phone number is 825-4546 and e-mail is lfarrell@hampton.k12.va.us
Please refer to the music and equipment list below for required supplies.

1. 6th and 7th graders – The Standard of Excellence Band Method, Book 1 (red book)

2. 6th and 7th graders – The Standard of Excellence MUSIC THEORY & HISTORY WORKBOOK, Book 1 (red book)

3. A music stand to use at home. (Sometimes included with rental instruments)

4. Specific materials for each instrument include:

FLUTE:  Cleaning rod and cotton cleaning swab. (A men’s handkerchief works great)

CLARINET/SAXOPHONE:  Cleaning swab, cork grease, reed keeper, mouthpiece cap and at least 3 extra reeds at all times.  Students should purchase, Lavoz –medium strength, Mitchell Lurie or Vandoren 2 ½.  Students may not use Rico reeds beyond the third week of playing.

OBOE/BASSOON: Cleaning swab, cork grease, and at least 2 extra reeds (medium or medium hard strength)

TRUMPET/BARITONE/TUBA: Valve oil, soft polishing cloth

TROMBONE: Slide cream, small spray bottle, soft polishing cloth.

FRENCH HORN: Rotary valve oil, soft polishing cloth

PERCUSSION: Vic Firth SD1 drumsticks and a Percussion Kit, which includes bells, mallets and a practice pad.  A snare drum in not required,Eaton Middle Band will provide drums for concert performances.  All percussion students will be required to learn the mallet instruments, i.e. xylophone, marimba, and bells in conjunction with the drums.

The instruments, books, and materials listed above should be in stock at the following local stores; however it is suggested that you call ahead.  Please do not purchase an instrument from one of the big box stores.  These instruments are not suited for beginning band use.  Please consider purchasing from a qualified local music dealer.
